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positionable about a first longitudina 



a latch hanflle hingedly coupled to said b racket, said Ijatoh handle selectively 



axis; and 



a latch sfctuator hingedly counted to said 
longitudinal axis, said latch actuator in contact v 
actuator determined by a position of said latch 
disengage spid keeper from said door retainer 



'Ml, 
^racket and roftatable 



th sat- 



Jn^tch' 



about a second 
andle, a position of said latch 
handle, said latqp handle positionable to 
pr ojection Ay ith s \i d latch actuator. 
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The Office Action mailed October 16. 2C 02 has been cs refully reviewed and the 

I . ; ; ! I ;if; i 

foregoing amendment has been made inconsequ ence tJadrpolE', 



Claims 1-19 are now pending! in this app ijcation. felony is 1-19 stand rejected 



February 18, 2003. In accordance with 37 CJ?, 
deposit account in the amount of $110.00 to cov 
submitted herewith. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R.j 1 .136(a), a <j>ne m onj 
herewith to extend the due date of the response ,to ! the O: 
for the above-identified patent application from 



extension i 



The objection to the abstract is respectful 
to delete the word "said" as suggested iii the Of$ce 
respectfully request that the objection to the abstract bej wiijthcJxiftwn 



, January }h 

, L . .il'! ; 

r this extensie n 



The rejection of Claims 1-5 under 35 UJ! 

i ; 

Applicants submit that Claim 1 distinctly claims 



xi 



More specifically, 



as the invention, and thus is definite 

"a first direction when actuated and said latch axjtuptor rotating} 
the first direction ..." 



For at least the reasons set forth above, 
Section 112 rejection of Claims 1-5 be withdraWii, 

.\ ■ i 

under 35 U.S. C. § 



The rejection of Claims 1-19 
(U.S. Patent No. 2,948,560) in view of Marks et 
respectfully traversed. 
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of time is submitted 
[Action dated October 16, 2002, 

, through and including 
authorization to charge a 
of time request also is 



rhe; 



abstract has been amended 
JASfcordingly, Applicants 



phcantslriesp artfully request that the 



ipectfully traversed, 
abject ^n||tter which Applicants regard 
1 has been amended to recite 
in a second direction opposite 



jeing unpatentable over Rop 
jU.S. Patent No. 4,776,620) is 
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Rop describes a latch mech 



anism for a househo 



rigidly secured to a refrigerator cabinet for engagement 



mounted latch bolt (14). The latch 



(17), and a resiliency flexible portion (13) extending ther 



portion includes a slot (19) that receives 
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bolt includes a keep 



J latch bl 



a pivot pin (21), and as the handle is rotated, movement o 
bolt base portion causes the flexibl 
disengage the keeper engaging roll 
cabinet. Rop col. 3, lines 1 9 to col 



e portion of] the latch 
er from the jigid keepe! i 
4, lijie 35! j 

j | 

Marks describes a door latching inechaniisir) (301) dfr>: 



inside of door has a frame (32) fixedly secured 
bolt (36). The frame (32) defines an upwardly 



accepts the switch that is activated 



by d| 



has an enlarged head (48) extending upwardly jfrdni an bl 



resides closely, guidingly against an 



carried in cantilever fashion by a frame element and proje 



tub (29). The strike plate has a forward 



the door is closed, the bolt projects 



ii ' 



a pin! fi24{ 



;upw£ 
edje 



to the doo: 



opening p<jp 

ii 



pressing an actua n 



latchiri 



(58)j 



l! 

on 



through a rectangular 

' i ' 



allows latching, at the same time, a comsr (1 0£ ) of the j 

actuator button so as to activate thl samo. Marks col. 2 

ill 

Applicants respectfully submit that the!j3ection 10 



claims is not a proper rejection. O aviousness' cjarinot be e 
it would have been an obvious to one of ordinajry skill iL 
the teachings of Marks. More specifically, as is well esta 
established by combining the teacrings of the cited art to 
absent some teaching, suggestion, or incentive' supporting 

1 ! !M ; 1 i. 

Marks, describe or suggest the claimed combination- Rat! 

: j j; | j ^ [j [' 

rejection is based on a combinatioj 



i of teachings selected f 6 



to arrive at the claimed invention 
latch mechanism bolt engaged to a 



is cited for its teaching of a rigid latch mechanism bolt bn 



there is no teaching nor suggestion 



103 rejection appears to be based cm a 



the acti 



Specificall 



rigid 



op IS 



keeper mounted Sb 



in the citeii 



hindsight refconsitix 
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{ orator. A keeper (1 1) is 
| engagement of a pivotally 
ing roller (1 6), a base portion 
en. The latch bolt base 
20). The handle rotates about 
fcivot pin in slot of the latch 
rotate and engage or 
nted to the refrigerator 



shwasher door (16), The 
pporting a switch (34) and a 
(38) which closely and fixedly 
itton (46) downward. The bolt 
leg (50) on the frame which 
Jutton. A strike plate (60) is 
ardly of a front edge of a 
\Jjhich engages the bolt. When 
t (1 10) on the strike plate and 
ate bears directly on the 
to col. 3, line 48. 




S :ction of the presently pending 
hed by merely suggesting that 
to modify Rop according to 
d, obviousness cannot be 
ce the claimed invention, 
ombination. Neither Rop nor 
j le present Section 103 

multiple patents in an attempt 
5j: its teaching of a resilient 
i iffrigerator cabinet, and Marks 
a resilient keeper. Since 
d combination, the Section 
in which isolated disclosures 
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have been picked and chosen in an attempt to deprecate the] 

l! I 
reason 



such a combination is impermissible, and for this 
Section 103 rejection of Claims 1-19 be withdrawr|. 

Furthermore, in contrast to the assertion! within the 

.i | 

respectfully submit that it would not be obvious to one kk 
Marks because there is no motivation to combine the refe 
the Examiner has not pointed to any prior art th;at teaches 
disclosures, other than Applicants' own teachiriig. specif! : 
"[i]t would have been obvious to one having ordinary s 
was made to have a resilient keeper and a rigid jactAator 
taught by Marks, into a latching device as described by 
design consideration that will not affect the fact of jeng£.gi 
suggests combining the references. 

Applicants respectfully submit however-, that the 
present invention and fails to teach the advantages of thei 
specifically, Rop describes a rigid keeper mourrte i to a 
bolt of the latch mechanism, but Rop does not describe 



engaged to the door retainer projection in the d6or 



but Marks does not describe nor suggest a latch assembly 
includes a handle pivotally mounted to the door for rots Ltiijiji 
contacting the handle and mounted to the door Ifor -otat icji 
rotates in a first direction when actuated and thk larch acti|i[ 
opposite the first direction and a resilient keepet that is 

projection in the door Accordingly, Applicant^ rasped 

i 

suggestion or motivation to combine Rop with Marks 



'i ! * 

As the Federal Circuit has recognized, qbviousr.es 
combining references having different individual eleme 
Levengood, 28 US.P.Q.2d 1300 (Bd. Pat. Appj & Intel', 
there must be some suggestion, outside of Applicants' 
such references, and a reasonable expectation cjf success 
and not based on Applicants' disclosure! In re Vaeck . 20 



Marlf 
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i bent invention. Of course, 
Applicants request that the 

:e Action, Applicants 
n the art to combine Rop with 
1 1; suggested in the art. Rather, 
gests to combine the 
only the conclusory statement 
ie art at the time the invention 
iflhwasher latch assembly, as 
cause it will consider as a 
keeper to the actuator" 

jrt teaches away from the 
it invention. More 
and interacting with a flexible 
gest a resilient keeper that is 
j^ ribes a resilient strike plate, 
in the latch assembly 
ut a first end, a latch actuator 
t a second end, the handle 
folates in a second direction 
\q\ to the door retainer 
bmit that there is no 



ot established merely by 
lending claims. Ex parte 
MPEP 2143.01. Rather, 
;{ re, in the prior art to combine 
e both found in the prior art, 
!f.Q.2d 1436 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 
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In the present case, neither a suggestion :nor tmdtiVation 
nor any reasonable expectation of siccess has been show 



e to use 



i i. 

: the! claimed i; 

J i| f 

teachings of the cited alrt 's 



cannot use! hindsight" 

I ill ' '', i| M I 

to deprecate the claiijiij 



Moreover, it is impermissib 
"template" to piece together the 
rendered obvious. Specifically, om 
among isolated disclosures in the ai 

impermissible to pick and choose ft om any one reference) pjjjjifj 

given position, to the exclusion of ctheriparts njecessary ti 

i J ! i 

reference fairly suggests to one of ordinary skill injthe 
is based on a combination of teachi; )gs 
at the claimed invention. Since theje is no teaching noris 
combination, the Section 103 rejection 
which isolated disclosures have been 
invention. Of course, such a combi nation is imfpdrmissji 
Applicants request that the Section 



103 rejection ibe wi 



, , I . 
alone or in combinati< 

t retainer projection,: 

?or for rotation about 



acti ated 



ire s 



and the I 
ilient keeper 



o trie door for rotatii 



Applicants respectfully subifiit that absent the tea 
neither Rop nor Marks, considered 
assembly for a door including a doc 
a handle pivotally mounted to the d 
contacting the handle and mounted 
rotates in a first direction when 
opposite the first direction^ and a 

a closed position, and wherein the latch iactuatdr is| configj 
the door retainer projection when tr 



or in b 



alomeN 
presently pendin^l|l| 



:| 



Neither Rop nor Marks, considered 
claimed combination, and as such, 
distinguishable from the cited combination. SRecijfical 
a door incl uding a door retainer projection, 
pivotally mounted to the door for rotation 
handle and mounted to the door for rotation abou'jt 
direction when actuated and said latch actuator 
first direction . . . and a resilient keeber engaged to 
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om mujl 1 



to be base 

■j i 1 N 
an;d chosen ty 



atch a|ct 

i 

is enj 

i 



e handle ts ; actuated, 1 
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tine the prior art disclosures, 



on as an instruction manual or 
t the claimed invention is 
Struction to pick and choose 

vention. Further, it is 
so much of it as will support a 

11 appreciation of what such 
present Section 103 rejection 
atents in an attempt to arrive 
ion in the cited art for the 

hindsight reconstruction in 
ttempt to deprecate the present 

for this reason alone, 

of the present specification, 
scribe or suggest a latch 
in the latch assembly includes 
end, a latch actuator 
t a second end, the handle 
rotates in a second direction 
the door retainer projection in 
o disengage the keeper from 

tion, describe nor suggest the 
s are patentably 

1 recites a latch assembly for 
sembly includes "a handle 
latch actuator contacting said 
, said handle rotating in a first 
ond direction opposite the 
iner projection in a closed 



in 
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position, said latch actuator configured to disengage se 
projection when said handle is actuated.!" 

Neither Rop nor Marks, considered alone or ' l M 

I i £ r 

latch assembly for a door including a door retainer jj- 

includes a handle pivotally mounted to ihe doqr for rotai 

'111 

for rcjU 
e later 



contacting the handle and mounted to the door 

ted and ilhj 



rotates in a first direction when actuated and 



opposite the first direction, and a resilient keepjer is eng 
a closed position, and wherein the latch actuaior is cojji: 
the door retainer projection when the iJandle i!s actuate^ 
teach away from the present invention and ealch othel 



rigid keeper mounted to a cabinet and interacting with 1 
but Rop does not describe nor suggest a resilisrijt keep 
projection in the door. Marks describes a resilient s 



nor suggest a latch assembly wherein the latch 



1 



mien: 
ath ! k\ 



assembll 



to the door for rotation about a first end 3 a latph 



Claims 2-5 likewise are patentable over 



actual 



Rop in view o 



Claim 6 recites a door latch assembly for 
door comprising a door retainer projection . . 

. . . and a latch actuator pivotally mounted to saiid 

! i 

direction, said latch actuator pivoting in another iHirecti 

! i | 

positionable between an open position and a closed posj 
appliance via said door retainer projecjti ra/* 

i t| 

Neither Rop nor Marks, considered alone or in 

i | .mini 

door latch assembly for an appliance, ^herein' the latch :a|s 
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to the door for rotation about a second end, thd handle 
and the latch actuator rotates in a second direction opj 
keeper that is engaged to the door retainer proji 
forth above, Applicants respectfully submit tfya^ 
Marks. j j 

Claims 2-5 depend from independent dlaim 1 
considered in combination with the recitations! oi 



ion 
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r from the door retainer 

ination, describe or suggest a 
.„ wherein the latch assembly 
out a first end, a latch actuator 
bout a second end, the handle 
x rotates in a second direction 
the door retainer projection in 
to disengage the keeper from 
[her, Rop and Marks appear to 
specifically, Rop describes a 
e bolt of the latch mechanism, 
s engaged to the door retainer 
but Marks does not describe 
,es a handle pivotally mounted 
cting the handle and mounted 
n one direction when actuated 
e first direction and a resilient 
lor. For at least the reasons set 
atentable over Rop in view of 

le recitations of Claims 2-5 are 
Jlicants submit that dependent 

ie latch assembly includes "a 
otally mounted to said door 
h handle pivoting in one 
handle selectively 
couple said door to the 

tion, describe or suggest a 
jy includes a door including a 
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pivotally mounted to the door, the latch handle: 
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pivbting 



pivoting in another direction, and wherein the handle id 
open position and a closed position to couple tljie jdoor { 
projection. Rather, Rop and Marks appear to t'^ach awi 
other. More specifically, Rop describes a latch mdch 
mounted to a refrigerator cabinet to seci re the floor, buj 



u 



door comprising a door retainer projection. M|rKs dest! 
a fixed bolt and strike plate, but Marks does not descri^ 



. 'I 



for an appliance, wherein the latch assembly includes 



projection, a latch handle pivotally mounted to 



mounted to the door, the latch handle piloting p 



the! door 

M Pi 

one (Hi 



another direction, and wherein the handle is selectively 
position and a closed position to couple the do'ex i;o the 
projection. For at least the reasons set forth abjovej Ap 
6 is patentable over Rop in view oFMarks. 

Claims 5-10 depend from independent Claim 6 



dependent Claims 5-10 likewise are patentable 



Claim 11 recites a dishwasher o 



attached thereto ... a door assembly comprising a! door 



with said keeper , a latch handle pivotally coup! 



mpns 



a first longitudinal axis ... a latch actuator pivotally co 

I 1 1 

rotation about a second longitudinal axis, said latoti han| 
coupled to one another, said latch actuator disengaging] 
projection as said handle is rotated." 



are considered in combination with the recitation i'ofC 



over Rc 



ill: 



Ta tu 



Neither Rop nor Marks, considered alone 
dishwasher that includes a tub assembly includtin^ 
assembly including a door retainer porti 



on for! engage: 



pivotally coupled to the door assembly for rotaf 



actuator is pivotally coupled to the door 



axis, wherein the latch handle and the latch actuator ar< 
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1 3 door, and a latch actuator 
direction, the latch actuator 
ely positionable between an 
pliance via the door retainer 
[the present invention and each 
t that is engaged to a keeper 
es not describe nor suggest a 
Jdoor latching mechanism with 
ggest a door latch assembly 
hiding a door retainer 
atch actuator pivotally 
the latch actuator pivoting in 
able between an open 
fee via the door retainer 
respectfully submit that Claim 

the recitations of Claims 5-10 
Applicants submit that 
of Marks. 

ly comprising a keeper 
projection for engagement 
>r assembly for rotation about 
said door assembly for 
said latch actuator rotationally 
l^per from said door retainer 

tion, describe or suggest a 
eper attached thereto, a door 
the keeper, a latch handle is 
t longitudinal axis, a latch 
hout a second longitudinal 
bally coupled to one another, 
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handle is rotated. Rather, Rop and Marks appear 
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.1 

describes 

I. , 

, but Rop 



and each other. More specifically, Rop 
keeper mounted to a refrigerator cabinel 
assembly including a door retainer projection jbj 
is pivotally coupled to the door assembly for notation 



oblp 



actuator is pivotally coupled to the door assembly for rot; 
axis, wherein the latch handle and the latch acuUator are 
Marks describes a door latching mechanism witti 
not describe nor suggest a door assembly indu^g a did 
with the keeper, a latch handle is pivota 
first longitudinal axis, a latch actuator is 
about a second longitudinal axis, wherein the lit :h hari(£! 
rotationally coupled to one another. For at least the re 



ly coupled to fli 
pivotally couple 



Claims 12-15 depend from independent C laim :1 
15 are considered in combination with t ie recitations 6i' 



dependent Claims 12-15 likewise are patentable 



J'L 

respectfully submit that Claim 1 1 is patentable byer Rodin 



Claim 16 recites a door assembly for a dishwast 
"an escutcheon . , . a latch handle pivota ly mounted to 
longitudinal axis . and a latch actuator pivotally mount} 
longitudinal axis; said latch handle contacting said latcti |; 



longitudinal axis in a first direction and 



longitudinal axis in a second direction oppositej said, first Uui 



Neither Rop nor Marks, considered aloijie 



causing said lat; 



to tea i! 
a late 
does 
engag 



1013 



oveir RoW i 



or in * 



door assembly for a dishwasher, the door assembly thtftji. 
handle pivotally mounted to the escutcheon abon: a first 
actuator pivotally mounted to the escutcheon about a sfe 
latch handle contacting the latch actuator when! rotated! 
first direction and causing the latch actuator tcj'jtytate aqoHtll 
second direction opposite the first direction. JjLjather, R< 
from the present invention and each oth sr. More 
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ioor retainer projection as the 

from the present invention 
fjanisrn bolt that is engaged to a 
tribe nor suggest a door 
[with the keeper, a latch handle 
rst longitudinal axis, a latch 
ibout a second longitudinal 
ally coupled to one another, 
d strike plate, but Marks does 
er projection for engagement 
[assembly for rotation about a 
fre door assembly for rotation 
e latch actuator are 
forth above, Applicants 
of Marks. 

Sjsn the recitations of Claims 12- 

1 1 j Applicants submit that 
Jew of Marks. 

door assembly comprising 
Sutcheon about a first 
aid escutcheon about a second 
[or when rotated about said first 
[ator to rotate about said second 
on, 

ation, describe or suggest a 

js an escutcheon, a latch 

udinal axis, and a latch 

Lgitudinal axis, wherein the 
j 

ae first longitudinal axis in a 
second longitudinal axis in a 
arks appear to teach away 
op describes a latch 
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mechanism bolt that is engaged to a keeber mbin 



not describe nor suggest a door assembly (that 

t 

pivotally mounted to the escutcheon abciit a fi rst 
pivotally mounted to the escutcheon abc tit a $tict 
door latching mechanism with a fixed bolt and 



suggest a door assembly that includes an escutohfejori idc 



nallaxii 



mounted to the escutcheon about a first pngitu 
mounted to the escutcheon about a second longi 
above, Applicants respectfully submit that Clar 



Claims 17 and 18 depend from mdependent CI 



Claims 17 and 18 are considered in combination 



submit that dependent Claims 17 and 18 



Claim 19 recites a dishwasher comprising 



keeper attached thereto ... a door assembly coin] 



projection for engaging said keeper ... a 



latch handle selectively positionable abe u|t a firs 
hingedly coupled to said bracket and rotaiable 
actuator in contact with said latch handlsj a po 
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ldkewjis! 



latch 



ted td 

1 J i ill 

udesian 

tlongilu 
| > j 
4pd jlojjig 



;| ! | j 

strike 

4 



a 




tou: 



position of said latch handle, said latch handle 
said door retainer projection with said k tch act j 

Neither Rop nor Marks, considered alohi 
dishwasher that includes a tub assembly including ajresiJ 
assembly including a bracket and a door retak en 
handle hingedly coupled to the bracket, 



wherein 



about a first longitudinal axis, and a Jatqh: actuator hin& 
rotatable about a second longitudinal axis, wherekn the 1^1 
latch handle, a position of the latch actuitor is lle^ermi :ie 

and wherein the latch handle is positionitale taidiserig'agi 

' j | 1 1 i H 
and Marl 



projection with the latch actuator. Rather, Rop 



present invention and each other. More 



thai is engaged to a rigid keeper mounted! to a 

'; j || jlj ;i- , I [ 

nor suggest a dishwasher that includes a tlub assembly in 



with th 

| 

are 



specific 



rtetrtgpra 
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;erator cabinet, but Rop does 
cheon including a latch handle 
is s and a latch actuator 
axis. Marks describes a 
Marks does not describe nor 
a latch handle pivotally 
latch actuator pivotally 
or at least the reasons set forth 
le over Rop in view of Marks. 

I'When the recitations of 
ations of Claim \ 6 7 Applicants 
je over Rop in view of Marks. 

ly comprising a resilient 
:et and a door retainer 
coupled to said bracket, said 
ixis . . . and a latch actuator 
ongitudinal axis, said latch 
:h actuator determined by a 
sengage said keeper from 



tion, describe or suggest a 
eper attached thereto, a door 
engaging the keeper, a latch 
e is selectively positionable 
pled to the bracket and 
tuator is in contact with the 
position of the latch handle, 
Jeeper from the door retainer 
ar to teach away from the 
ibes a latch mechanism bolt 
et, but Rop does not describe 
g a resilient keeper attached 
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thereto, a door assembly including a bracket 



keeper, a latch handle hingedly coupled 
positionable about a first longitudinal axis, and 
bracket and rotatable about a second loijgitud^r 
with the latch handle. Marks describes 
fixed bolt and strike plate, but Marks does not 

a tub assembly including a resilient keeper atta 

i 

bracket and a door retainer projection for engagij 
coupled to the bracket, wherein the latch handle 
longitudinal axis, and a latch actuator hingedly 
second longitudinal axis, wherein the lath ac^uaj 
least the reasons set forth above, Applicants res; 
over Rop in view of Marks - 



For the reasons set forth above, 

rejection of Claims 1-19 be withdrawn. 

i 

In view of the foregoing amendments 
application are believed to be in condition for 
action is respectfully solicited. 
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io th( 
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:!j I' 
latch 



axas, 

Jtl 
King 

-I i . 
aescfifcte ni 

Aijthe] 

gjfhel 



Received from < 314 621 5065 > at 2/18/03 4:42:30 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



OXi is 

:! i I 
ctfiil 



respe 



w 



w 



strati 
STRI 



9D-DW-19324-CIP 
PATENT 

■ projection for engaging the 
the latch handle is selectively 
hingedly coupled to the 
the latch actuator is in contact 
ism for a dishwasher with a 
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A latch assembly for a door including 
latch assembly includes a handle pivotally raoun; 
and a latch actuator contacting [said] thej handle 

i 

first end. The handle rotates in one direction i vhUni 

i i 

second direction opposite the first direction. A 
projection in a closed position, and the latch a 
from the door retainer projection when the haijLd^ ji^ a 

IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (twice amended) A latch assembly fo| 
said latch assembly comprising: 

a handle pivotally mounted to the door'fcHrStai i 
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a resilient keeper engaged to the door ret* 
latch actuator configured to disengage said keept 
said handle is actuated. i 

1 1 . (once amended) A dishwasher compfcls 



a tub assembly comprising a resilient keej er attab] 

a door assembly comprising a door retainer 
said keeper; 



a latch handle pivotally coupled to said dtforjas^ 
longitudinal axis; and 



a latch actuator pivotally coupled to said 
longitudinal axis, said latch handle and said latchf 
another, said latch actuator disengaging said k© 
handle is rotated. 

16. (twice amended) A door assembly f< 
comprising: 



an escutcheon; 

a latch handle pivotally mounted 
longitudinal axis; and 



to said 



a latch actuator pivotally mo anted to saji 
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longitudinal axis[;] ^said latch handle contactt,nj 
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first longitudinal axis in a first direction and cat 
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second longitudinal axis in a second direction 6] 
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a tub assembly comprising a resilient ke< 
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a door assembly comprising a bracket ah 
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a latch handle hingedly coupled to said b 
positionable about a first longitudinal axis; anil 

a latch actuator hingedly coupled to saic 
longitudinal axis, said latch actuator in! contact 
actuator determined by a position of said latctj ll 
disengage said keeper from said door retainer 
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